

1. t*i 20 Jan 54* a, 5. Kruglov , Soviet Minister of Internal if f air s, left Moscow for 
the Gerpathlan region , accompanied by General ft, M. fjgdglln of the artillery. 

This region, in which ‘until very recently, there have been repeated dasher* 
between troops and Ukrainian partisans , is being made ready for atomic experi- 
ments, which Mill take place in the spring of 1954. 

2. The region has been in a state of unrest ever since Stalin* s death, due principally 
to the strong centralizing tendency of the new regime.' Following the arrest of 
Beria, the Kremlin decided on & general purge of the area, especially in the 
district of Ternopol. 

5. The whole 0&rp&thi<in area has now been chosen for experiments with atomic weapons 
and Ml) troops h;*vc begun the large-$c*le evacuation of the population. Froving 
grounds for atomic artillery experiments have been cleared between ftukachcvo- 
Berehov©~Seviyush*in Rutheniai between Stary Sambor and Lwow in the Dniester valley; 
on the banks vf ufcn ^Tlsa, north and east of Kisv&rda; and in. the vicinity of 
Gsernowitz in the Bukoviju-., 

4. Polish and Czech officers will be present at the Soviet experiments with atomic 
artillery in Kuthenia in the spring. ■ 

5. Measures preliminary to the tests include the felling of a great deal of timber 
and the construction of new line." of barracks, storehouses and strategic roads, 
the last planned to be -able to take heavy tanks, 

*/"Ncrw called Vinogradov^ 
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